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How Did You Get Engaged?
Is there a “best way” to become engaged?  What approach would you use to 
engage students?  At the UA Hillel, two Peer Network Engagement Interns  (PNEI) 
utilize all sorts of methods to engage Wildcats.  PNEIs are on-campus students 
with broad and diverse social networks who serve as paid interns who engage 
uninvolved Jewish students in some Jewish experience. Each engagement 
experience is unique.   

Beth Stern’s PNEI encounter with Andrea Feuerman came two years after they 
first met.  Beth and Andrea  became roommates when they first arrived on 
campus as freshmen.  It wasn’t until Beth became a PNEI in her junior year that 
she explored a “Jewish” relationship with her good friend.  Beth’s internship 
opened the door to conversations about G-d, Israeli culture, and Judaism.  This 
year, Beth and Andrea hosted a Passover seder for 22 of their friends for the first 
time, extending their Jewish journey to another level.   

Kelsey Rendelman didn’t know Lea Wohlfarth when Lea came in to Hillel to 
register for Taglit-Birthright Israel.  Kelsey invited Leah to join her for Shabbat 
at Hillel the following week.  Thus began their PNEI relationship and what has 
developed into a good friendship as well (see photo above).   The two coeds 
spent 10 days together in Israel during winter break and since then have 
enjoyed Jewish and non-Jewish related experiences together.   

It is clear that the PNEIs gained a lot this year - new friends, a stronger Jewish 
identity, greater knowledge and a vision for Jewish life on campus. 

New Hillel Programs Focus on Engaging Students

It’s time for a change!  For16 years, student 
leaders have utilized more than 14 interest 
groups to help students discover more about 
their Judaism. Due to the economic impact 
on the UA Hillel Foundation and a need to 
refocus student energy, Hillel will introduce a 
new FACE (Fellowship for Advancing Campus 
Engagement) in the Fall of 2009.  This 
program will focus on engaging hundreds of 
Jewish students each semester.  Trained in 
conjunction with the Engagement Institute 
of the Schusterman International Hillel, a 
team of FACE Fellows will craft and carry 
forward the vision for Jewish life on campus.  
These student leaders, working in tandem 
with local Jewish organizations, will build a 
vibrant Jewish community on campus using 
their existing social networks. The goal is to 
help more Jewish students make an enduring 
commitment to Jewish life upon graduation. 
The UA Hillel is very excited to develop this 
program which we hope will be used as a 
model by Hillels across the nation.

New FACE for Hillel’s Future
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The Board is pleased to welcome the 
following new members for 2009 - 2010:

Debbie Goodman Butler
Michael Campbell

Shelley Fleischman
Amy Lederman
Steve Lightman

Ken Miller

Grants, 
Scholarships 
& Awards
New and creative programming 
would not be possible without this 
year’s grants:

Diamond Family Foundation Grant
  
Hillel: The Foundation for 
Jewish Campus Life 
Peer Network Engagement Internship
Core Allocation
Grinspoon Foundation Grant: 
	 Grinspoon Israel Advocacy Intern
Israel Fellow Grant: 
	 Jewish Agency for Israel, 
	 Taglit: Birthright Israel & Hillel
  
Jewish Federation of 
Southern Arizona
Compelling Needs Grant: 
  	 Meaningful Jewish Experiences
  
Bryna Zehngut Community Fund
	 Student Leadership Retreat
  
Scholarships (for national 
conferences and study in Israel)
Bernard Amster Scholarship Fund
Jerome and Frances Amster 
  Scholarship Award Fund
  
Program Sponsorships 
Ruth and Irving Olson: 
Friday Night Shabbat 

Ben and Sally Smith Memorial
College Youth Award
Jennifer Jalowiec

The Best Things Come in Small Packages: “Bobbi” Agron Kurn
“Bobbi was the original for whom the idiom ‘the best things 
come in small packages’ was coined.  Though tiny, Bobbi was 
writ large.” said high school classmate Liba Breger Feuerstein 
(class of 1957). Barbara “Bobbi” Agron Kurn, 74, died Nov. 
26, 2008.  Born in St. Joseph, Missouri, she graduated from 
the University of Arizona, receiving a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education and a graduate degree in speech and 
hearing pathology.  While at the UA, Bobbi was active in 
numerous clubs and organizations.  Her work at Hillel led 
to her being crowned Queen Esther at the Purim Carnival in 

1955. Upon graduation, Bobbi married college sweetheart 
Neal Kurn and eventually settled in Phoenix where she 
became involved in the Jewish community, Make-A-Wish 
Foundation and  the National Shoah Foundation.  She also 
co-founded Communications Skill Builders, Inc. The Hillel 
Foundation at the University of Arizona is honored to be the 
recipient of a generous donation from the Agron and Kurn 
Families in memory of Bobbi.  Their support will enable Hillel 
to continue to be a profound influence on the University of 
Arizona campus and in the Tucson Jewish community. 

Alternative Spring Break in New Orleans, Taglit-Birthright Israel, 
Shabbat, the 18th Annual Holocaust Vigil -- an incredible array 
of Israel programs and more filled Hillel’s calendar this year. The 
University of Arizona Hillel’s participation in the Peer Network 
Engagement Internship (PNEI) facilitated more than 250 one-on-
one connections with students throughout the year. It also led to 
the creation of an exciting new combined leadership-engagement 
structure at Hillel next year -- FACE (Fellowship for Advancing 
Campus Engagement  (see page 1)). 
 
Hillel responded to the war in Gaza by meeting the needs of Jewish 
students on campus in a variety of ways.  Programs designed to 
educate, stimulate, and share feelings opened the door for dialogue 
and discussion.  Israel Fellow Liraz Arkin led the charge, working 
with a large cadre of students to bring Israel to the UA despite the 
challenges of a new group on campus that appear to be 
pro-Palestinian. 
 
These are challenging economic times.   Members of Hillel’s board 
and staff worked diligently to raise the funds necessary to support 
programs and outreach work upon which we pride ourselves at the 
UA. Student leaders worked hard to reach out to Jewish students, 
even though they had fewer resources to do so. Next year, Hillel 
faces a 25% budget reduction. Due to financial constraints locally 
and nationally, there will not be an Israel Fellow on campus next 
year. However, we will continue to work with the Arizona Center for 
Judaic Studies to educate Wildcats about Israel and provide them 
with the facts they need to make up their own minds about the 
situation in the Mideast. 
 
We want to thank you for your support of Hillel this year.   Efforts to 
engage students and facilitate a vibrant Jewish community for the 
approximately 3,500 Jewish students at the UA will continue. It is 
only through your kind and generous support that we are able to 
fund and grow these programs and reach more and more students 
each year. Please contact us if you are interested in information 
about legacy planning or annual giving opportunities. We hope you 
will plan to stop by to experience Hillel for yourself with the future 
leaders of our Jewish community, the students.

Hillel pROFESSIONAL STAFF
Michelle Blumenberg, Executive Director
Robyn Schwager, Development Director
Laura Wilson Etter, Program Director
Charae Stewart, Office Manager
Liraz Arkin, Israel Fellow 
Ada Lewkowicz, Bookkeeper



Thank You  to Our Friends
The following people contributed to The University of Arizona Hillel Foundation during the 2008-2009 year.  Our programs and 
outreach activities are possible as a result of this generosity.  This list is current as of May 1, 2009.  Please accept our sincere apology 
if your name was inadvertently omitted or listed incorrectly.  Corrections will appear in future mailings. 

Hillel is proud to be a beneficiary of the Jewish Federation of Southern Arizona
LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Marilyn & Austin Agron
*Bobbi Agron Kurn & Neal Kurn
Alice & Paul Baker
Diamond Family Foundation

RENAISSANCE CIRCLE
Anonymous
Tandy & Gary Kippur
Lightman Family Fund
Maizlish Family Foundation
Ruth & Irving Olson

CANYON CIRCLE
Anonymous
Bryna Zehngut Community Fund
Donna & Jeff Goldberg
Laurie Kaye Glaser & Rob Glaser
Molly Senor & Mel Cohen

WILDCAT CHAI CLUB
Don Baker
Bonnie & Randy Emerson
Randy & Steve Fenton
Ellen & David Goldstein
Brenna Lacey & Steve Rodgveller
Nanci & Douglas Levy
Lowry Hill
Ruthann Pozez
Victor Ringel

ARIZONA CLUB
Esther Capin
Joan & Donald Diamond
Rosie Eilat Kahn & Paul Kahn
Deanna & Harvey Evenchik
Finley Distributing, LLC
Marion & Gerald Gendell
Alan Goldberg
Diana & Larry Haas

Mike Hammond, 
  PICOR Commercial Real Estate
Beth & Michael Kasser
Ruth & Ron Kolker 
McCaleb Construction
Georgann & John Munic
National Bank of Arizona
Oracle Capital Advisors
Deborah Oseran & Bobby Present
Susan & Donald Pitt
Evie Pozez
Shelley Jo Pozez
Irene Sarver
Shandel Hillel  Endowment Fund
Howard Steinberg
Marsha & Gary Tankenoff

UNIVERSITY CLUB
Dana & Ira Adler
Victoria & Randy Agron
Anonymous

LaDonna & Rob Aronoff
Jane & Bruce Ash
Debbie Baker
Rachael & Barry Baker
Bryna & Harold Bongarten
Betsy & Michael Boxer
Suzanne & Andrew Briefer
Randie & Shelby Collier
Comcast
Cox Communications
Sally & Ralph Duchin
Dr. & Mrs. Russ Erman
Henry Fleet
Janis & Danny Gasch
Paulette & Joseph Gootter
Anne & David Hameroff
Suzanne & Edmund Irving
Fran & Jeff Katz
Deborah & Jeffrey Kay
Robyn Kessler & Jeff Timan
Ladd Kleiman

Della & Donald Kwasman
Lilyan & Albert Nathan
Terry & Jerry Neuman
Matthew Rothman
Karen & Jonathan Rothschild
Martha & William Sampson
Robyn & Ed Schwager
Trudy & Howard Schwartz
Leanne Schwartz & Murray Brilliant
Carol & Lex Sears
Lynn & Leonard Snyder
Joyce & Claude Spingarn
Olga & Robert Strauss
The Inner Connection
TMC Healthcare
Phil Tygiel
Kathryn & David Unger
Tom Warne
Liz Weiner-Schulman & Steve Schulman
Allison & Michael Wexler
James Wezelman
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Gary Kippur, Laurie Kaye Glaser, Dennis Miller, 
Ellen Goldstein Dennis Miller, Alice and Paul Baker

Shari Gootter, Joe and Paulette Gootter, 
Andrew and Claudine Messing, Julia and Brian Kanter 
and Gemma Gootter (center)

Daniel Ference, Drew Rosenthal, Dennis Miller, 
Aaron Jacobs, Ross Green

An Evening with Dennis Miller
Local radio celebrity Marty Bishop set the 
stage for five time Emmy award winner 
Dennis Miller, who entertained the crowd 
with his quick wit, politics and personal 
anecdotes.This annual event drew over 
1,400 people to the UA Centennial Hall 
and raised more than $170,000 to support 
student programming and leadership 
development at Hillel.  We’d like to extend 
a special “thank you” to Benefit Co-Chairs 
Ellen Goldstein and Laurie Kaye Glaser, 
Title Sponsor The Lightman Family, Pre-
Party Sponsor PICOR and Post-Party Hosts 
Alice and Paul Baker  as well as media 
sponsors Arizona Jewish Post, Clear 
Channel, Comcast, Tucson Lifestyle, 
Tucson Weekly and 94.9 MIX-FM. 

The Winner is...
A 2009 Mustang 
convertible or 
$15,000 cash? 
Helene Rothstein 
had to decide 
after her ticket 
was drawn for 
the Grand Prize at the UA Hillel’s annual 
benefit.  The raffle raised almost $17,000 
for the Hillel Foundation at The University 
of Arizona.  The winning ticket was sold 
by 2008 Concert Co-Chair, Terry Neuman.  
Congratulations Helene!



MOUNTAIN CLUB
Michael Armenta
Ricardo Arreola
Carolee & Dan Asia
Jenny & Hillel Baldwin
Beth & Gabe Beckmann
Sherry & Richard Belkin
Iris Bernstein & David Karp
Liliane Blumenberg
Michelle Blumenberg & Rick Penner
Helene & Benjamin Boston
Hyman Capin
Doris & Larry Chapman
Betty & Jay Citrin
Gordon Cox
Vanessa & Robert Dearing
Susan & Dana Dellheim
DeVries CPAs of AZ, PC
David Donatelli
Debby & Robert Eisen
Karen & Lionel Faitelson
Anita & Bradley Feder
Fern & Edward Feder
Patti & Mike Feder
Julie Feldman & Keith Dveirin
April & Jonathan Fenton
Larry Finder
Lori & Craig Forte
Debbie Goodman Butler & Pat Butler
Lori & Craig Gross
Joshua Heller
Jane & Joel Herz
Koreen Johannessen & Ted Seger
Judi & Ron Kessler
Kitay Family Foundation
Sharon & Fred Klein
Nancy Koff
Greta Koppel
Amy & Ray Lederman
Renaye & Stanley Lehman
Donna Levy
Yoram Levy
Randi Lippe
Rudy Mathews, Compass Insurance
Nanette & Harold Meckler
Irv Mindes
Helen & Michael Miron
Gail & Maurice Mordka
Evonne & Alan Ravitz
Jillene & James Rick
Lynda & Ed Rogoff
Jill & Herschel Rosenzweig
Anne & Lowell Rothschild
Chad Schneider
Anne & Robert Segal
Kathryn & Isaac Seliger
Andy & Stuart Shatken
Holly & Steve Shenitzer
Keri & Jeffrey Silvyn
Leonard Teiber
Barbara & Lawrence Temkin
Judy Tenen
Linda & Gerald Tumarkin
Susan & Steven Weisman
Mindy & Mark Zeitzer

SAGUARO CLUB
1st Rate 2nd Hand Thrift Store
Michael Achtman
 Alliance Bank of Arizona 
Sarah & Jeff Artzi
Bonni & Howard Baron
Nanci & Robert Berens
Arlene & Barry Berlin
Natalie Bohnet
Laura Bramnick & Alan Molk
Roger Canchola
Joel Cohen
Justine Confino
Rebecca & John Crow
Marjorie & George Cunningham
Terri & Stephen Eichen
Rochelle & Mark Epstein
Bryan Fassman
Lori & Paul Feld 
Liba Feuerstein
Jan & Ron Field
Nanci & Stephen Fisher
Sorale & Marvin Fortman
Sonya & Bruce Frazin
Linda Fresco & Craig Comiter
Harlee & Alan Gasmer
Louise Greenfield & Simon Rosenblatt
Brianna Greenspan
John Gregg
Rolfe Gudelsky
Frederick Hirsch
Joe Istrin

Michele & Daniel Kahn
Aletha & David Kalish
Andra Karnofsky
William Kelley
Judith & Douglas Knight
Margit & Jerry Lacker
Shira Ledman 
Susan & Ronald Lehman
Shai Levitin
Bertie Levkowitz-Herz & Thomas Herz
A. Lewish
Jan & Ivor Lichterman
Claudine & Andrew Messing
Hannah & Ronald Meyerson
Arlene & Mayer Mitchell
Lauren Panken
Doreen & James Paret
Gordon Paschal
Denny Peck
Gale & Randal Pick
Lauren & David Rabb
Scott Rifkin
Sheri & Paul Robbins
Linda Robinson & Phil Perry
Harriet Salter
Beverly & Kenneth Sandock
Sarah & Leonard Schultz
Shelley & Robert Schwartz
Miriam & Peter Seagle
Molly Shenitzer
Esther Sherberg
Ann & Howard Sloane
Priscilla Storm
Seth Swift
Susan Tarrence & Stephen Golden
Elizabeth & Richard Thoresen
Tamara Underwood
Bella Vivante
Therese Voevodsky
Martin Waldbaum
Robert Wall
Nancy & Rick Weiss
Linda & Samuel Yalkowsky
Ruthie Zales
Becky & Al Zehngut
Deborah & Glen Zepnick

SUPPORTER
Donald Abrams
Michele Abruzzo & Harold Cohen
Gail & Bob Alexander
Alpha Epsilon Pi Foundation Inc.
Diana Altchech
Anonymous (3)
Jeanette Antokal & Family
Susan & George Applebaum
Florence & John Aronson
Barbara Atwood & Peter Eisner
Orna & Benyamin Avrahami
Maxine & Dennis Baker
Susan & Ronald Barris
Tamsen Bassford
Benjamin Behroozan
Laurence Belkoff
Fay & Joseph Benadretti
Donna Berger
Andrea & Mitchell Berman
Lynne Berman
Philip Berman
Ruth Berman
Francie Bernstein
Kathryn & Casey Blitt
Bonnie Bloch
Suzanne & Nathan Bloomfield
Ellen Blumberg
Heather & Jonathan Bonime
Maris & Richard Bootzin
Shira & Thomas Brandenburg
Heidi & Wayne Brent
Rosalyn & Robert Brody
Lauren Brody-Hyatt & Dave Hyatt
Ellen & George Bromley
Stephanie & George Bronsky
Karen & Neal Brown
Carol & Richard Burch
Miriam & Jerry Butrimovitz
Jamie Buzil
Sandy & Richard Canfield
Ricki & Michael Cantor
Geri & Steve Capeloto
Melanie Carter
Nehemiah Casslar
Chabad @ theUA
Peggy & Gary Chiate
David Coffman
Allen Cohen
Carol Ann & Stephen Cohen
Leslie & Michael Cohen

Lindsay Cohen
Liz & Allan Cohen
Olga Cohen
Phyllis & Allen Cohen
Ronald Cohen
Theodore Cohen
Congregation Or Chadash 
  Mitzvah Mall 
Vickey Cook
Vicki Cordova
Linda & Fred Cucher
Suzanne Cummins
Deborah & Irving Cygler
Cheryl Dabrow
Jeanne Davenport
Jeanette & Alan Davis
Stuart Davis
Laurie & Alan Diamond
Myra & Leonard Dinnerstein
Lisa & Brian Efron
Amy & Michael Egerman
Michele & Louis Elkus
Patricia & Eliot Engel
Pesia Entin
Candie & John Erlick
Mindy Evers
Shirley Ezra
Susan & Steven Farber
Loretta & Arthur Feldman
Margie & Norman Fenton
Kelly Fickle
Wendy & Dennis Fingold
Elyse Fischman
Sandra & Sanford Fish
Paul Fishbein
Miri & Charles Fleming
Edith & David Flyer
Brian Fortman
Terry Fortunato & Michael Graham
Barbara & Dan Freeman
Barb & Lee Friedman
Madeline & Barry Friedman
Marlyne Friedman
Minnette & Bruce Friedman
Terry & Marc Frost
Terry & Mark Gallegos
Lisa Garten
Carol Gerrick
Sabin Gershweir
Eileen Gilmore
Ellen & Jeffrey Gitt
Anita Glicken
Louise & Stuart Glogoff
Tsipi & Kevin Goeta-Kreisler
Barbara & Bruce Goldberg
Eunice Goldberg Greene
Sheryl & James Goldberger
Ava Goldman
Marcia Goldmark
Arlene & Gerald Goldstein
Trish & Barry Golembre
Mary Goodman
Stuart Gordon
David Graizbord
Elise Graninger
Margo & Ron Gray
Joan & Richard Green
Joan Grey
Yvette & Ivan Gur-Aire
Renee & Jonathan Gutman
Linda Halle & Richard Bopp
Minan & Ruben Hammer
Howard Hammer
Maralyn & Gabe Hauer
Alyssa Hayman
Michelle Hefling Haimes & Stuart 
Haimes
Ruth Held
Denise & Marshall Hertz
Rena & Arthur Hiller
Jeffrey Hirshberg
Linda & Thomas Hoffman
Sharon & Andrew Horodner
Stephanie & Marc Horwitz
Danny Howard
Gerri & Steve Jacobs
Sherry & Louis Jacobson
Barry Jacoby
Marvin Jaffe
Jennifer Jalowiec
Anna & Mark Janezic
Elenor & Donald Jeck
Marcelle & Leonard Joffe
Joyce & Allan Judkowitz
Lisa & Dan Jurkowitz
Rhoda & Maerit Kallet
Linda & Mark Kanter
Jo Ruth Kaplan

Sharon & Richard Kaplan
Paula & Stephen Karasik
Allison & Jason Kaufman
Ronnie Kaufman
Wendi Keene
Sharon & Martin Kenigsberg
Anna Khachaturyan
Ronna & Kenneth King
Sharon & Oscar Kipersztok
Steve Kippur
Jason Klein
Jerri & Mike Koen
Barbara & Robert Kogen
Linda Kosin
Sondra & Ed Koven
Boris & Billie Kozolchyk
Berta & Bernard Kritzer
Beverly Kritzstein
R. Kunysz
Mindi & Stuart Kuper
Beth & Kevin Ladin
Cherie & Oded Lamdan
Lynn & Richard 
Brenda & Steve Landau
Linda & James Lander
Linda & Alan Lato
Andrea Lavender & Mark Popovsky
Ellen & Bruce Levin
Herman Levin
Steven Levin
Linda Levine
Marlene & Charles Levine
Stephanie Levitt
Robyn & Derek Lichter
Marcia & Ken Light
Slava Linetsky
Malcolm Little Jr.
Jason Lobenstein
A. Joyce & Barry Lovinger
Carole & Kenneth Madick
Anat & Uri Maimon 
Carla & Gerald Mann
Art Martin
Susan & Robert Mathias
Laura Matisoff
Sharon & Ron Megdal
Nancy & Stuart Mellan
Nancy Melonas
Sandra Meyerson
Sonny & Ronald Meyerson
Mildred & Arthur Miller
Ronnie & Ken Miller
Wendy & Mark Miller
Lori & Alan Mirkin
Davita & Kurt Mueller
Linda & Harvey Nagin
Sandy & Ben Nathan
Ava & Dan Newbart
Karen Nissim
Melissa & Marc Olgin
Lori & Bill Olin
Jayme & Lee Olitzky
J. Hannah Orden & Donald Moskowitz
Hal Ossman
Bobbi & Howard Paley
Barbara & Andy Panken
Alice Papcun
Linda & Arthur Pelberg
Lisa & Jonathan Perlmutter
Janis Petronio
Mara & Wesley Pierce
Debra & Barry Pincus
Marilyn Pincus
Lisa & Steven Portnoy
Aaron Pratt
Mary Beth & Michael Pratt
Debbie Press-Lewis & John Lewis
Ellen & Mark Raven
Beverly & Ronald Reich
David Reifman
Ruth Reiman
Sally & Robert Reingold
Nancy & Van Ripps
Sheila & Michael Rokeach
Gina & Andrew Rosen
Sara Rosenbaum
Joyce & Jay Rosenthal
Sheila & Scott Rothstein
Mark Rubin
Carol Sack
Joan & David Sacks
Robyn & Sion Saghian
Henia & Ronald Sands
Keve Sankman
Steve Sattinger
Benjamin Scharff
Milton Scharff
Terry & Sid Schenk

Linda & Jeff Schotz
Lisa & Roy Schreiber
Natalie & Stephan Schwartz
Marcy Schwartz & Daniel Simon
Deborah & Harry Segal
Meryl & Ronald Segel
Nancy Seidel
Arlene & Milt Setnar
Nedda Shafir
Laurie & Gary Shapiro
Chani & Yossie Shemtov
Karen & Douglas Shepherd
Esther Sher
Mindy & Simon Sichel
Moira & Ken Silverman
Nora Simmons
Harriet & Alan Siskin
Ilya Sloan
Thea Ann & Mitchell Sorscher
Kate & Ilan Speizer
Barbara & Edward Steel
Carol Steinberg
Michael Steinberg
Karen Stern
Gerri Stier Jacobs & Steven Jacobs
Valerie & Todd Street
Paula & Alan Strosberg
Klara Swimmer
Dvora Tager & Bob Dietz
Gail & Bob Tasky
Beth Tauber
Stanley Taubman
Gary Tenen
Beth & Eytal Timberg
Meryl & Marc Tischler
Lesli Todd
Douglas Tuchin
Heroldine & Louis Ukelson
Ray Umashankar
Kandie & Drew Vactor
Evelyn & Robert Varady
Brenda & Bill Viner
Natalie & Michael Vishny
Chris Vlahos
Barbara Wayne
Naomi & Tamir Weiner
Laurie & Scott Weiss
Cheryl & Keith Weitzman
Mark Werber
Melinda & Steve Wertheim
Debbie & John Wills
Katherine Wininger & Prosper Benhaim
Sylvia & Alan Winner
Jill & Daniel Wohlfarth
Meredith Wolff
Heather & Matt Wolfson
Ruth & Joel Wyse
Nancy & Ron Yaeli
Linda & Herman Zayon
Jody & Jack Zupnick

PARENTS’ COUNCIL
Dorothy & Michael Blaire
Bernie & Susan Bronstein
Debbie & Jack Calderon
Michelle & Lou Elkus
Anat & Russ Erman
Andrew Goodman
Cara Lichtenstein & Steven Mendes
Michelle & Mark Schneider
Tom Stern

PARENTS’ CIRCLE
Wendy & Chaim Avraham
Lannette & Todd Bloom
Mindy & Steve Brown
Jamie Buzil
Lionel Chetwynd
Debby & Robert Eisen
Gloria & Matthew Elyachar
Dyann & Stephen Fassman
Arlene & Allen Feltman
Michael Fischman
Sharon & Mark Hochberg
Cheryl & Phillip Jalowiec
Wendi Keene
Sharon & Martin Kenigsberg
Wendy & Neal Leviton
Doreen & James Paret
Cindy & Charles Saperstein
Natalie & Stephan Schwartz
Kathryn & Isaac Seliger
Eilene & Barry Spizer
Dianne & Howard Wertheim
Melinda & Steve Wertheim
Ricki & Jerry Wolf
Donna & Harry Zegerson
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Israel Programs and Trips Inspire Students
Taglit-Birthright Israel: Hillel Trip
Three days after fighting broke out in Gaza, 35 students left Arizona 
for a once-in-a-lifetime experience, a free 10-day trip to Israel as 
part of Taglit-Birthright Israel: Hillel.   The students showed no hesi-
tation as they traveled throughout the land learning about Israel’s 
history, political situation and culture.  Perhaps the most significant 
part of their journey was time spent with Israeli soldiers.  These 20 
and 21 year old men and women listen to the same music, watch 
the same movies and TV shows,  think about their career goals, talk 
about dating, and enjoy traveling, just like our Wildcats.   In short, 
the students and soldiers learned that, though they may be sepa-
rated by thousands of miles, they have much in common.  

Israel Week
 “The Walls of Jerusalem and the Spirit 
of Tel Aviv,” an exhibit in the Student 
Union, marked the opening of Israel 
Week at the University of Arizona.  For 
an entire week, the UA Mall showcased 
Israel in a tent set up as a mini-museum 
and Israeli films were featured at Gal-
lagher Theater.  The highlight of the 
week was Israelpalooza,  an extravaganza  that incorporated the 
sights, sounds, smells and tastes of rich Israeli culture. More than 
400 people from the local community participated in this event that 
was planned by a committee of 20 Hillel students.  
	

Israel Fellow Liraz Arkin
Hillel’s Israel Fellow, Liraz Arkin, chose to become a shlicha (emissary) 
after earning a degree in communications  at Yizreel Valley College and 
fulfilling her two year obligation in the Israeli Defense Forces.   Liraz 
brought her passion for Israel to campus in a variety of ways; hosting 
Israeli movie nights, teaching Café Ivrit (Hebrew Café), arranging for 
Israel-related speakers on campus, helping students plan Israel Week, 
and staffing Alternative Break excursions.  When not meeting with stu-
dents one-on-one, Liraz could be found tabling on the UA Mall .

Café Ivrit
Café Ivrit (Hebrew Café) extended 
learning beyond the classroom for over 
45 Wildcats enrolled in Hebrew classes 
at the UA.  Israel Fellow, Liraz Arkin 
made learning fun and relevant incor-
porating current events and Hebrew 
word games into her weekly sessions 
with students. This photo depicts students exploring the joy and mean-
ing surrounding the holiday of Purim.

Israel Photo Exhibit at the Student Union
For 44 days, 55 photographs taken by 13 Hillel Birthright participants 
hung in the Kachina Lounge and Gallery on the third floor of the Student 
Union.  All Eyes on Israel was a reflection of the students’ discovery of 
the rich history and beauty of the Holy Land. 

An intensive three day training session prepared 46 Grinspoon Israel Advocacy Interns from 40 college 
campuses around the country to engage Jewish students.  The UA Hillel was proud to have had two Grinspoon 
Interns on campus during the 2008/09 school year, Chelsey Saperstein and Yael Schusterman.  Throughout 
the year they strived to enhance Israel’s image on campus by connecting members of the campus community to 
the culture, history and politics of Israel.

Each intern approaches the needs of students at their school in distinctive and thoughtful ways.  As a journalism 
major, Yael used her positions as a radio host on KAMP and an Arizona Daily Wildcat staff reporter to fulfill her mission.  While Yael’s 
approach to engagement was more global, Chelsey engaged students one-on-one or in small groups.  Her personal interest in multi-cultural 
dialogue allowed her to reach students who were not previously focused on Israel and broaden their understanding of the region.

Grinspoon Interns Enhance Israel’s Image on Campus
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Hammers and Sweat Provide Insight 

The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life

Thirteen Wildcats worked 
long and hard during their 
Alternative Spring Break 
experience in New Orleans 
to improve the impoverished 
conditions that still remain 
three years after Hurricane 
Katrina ripped through the 
Gulf Coast.  What they didn’t 
necessarily anticipate from 
the trip was the insight they gained and a new-found perspective about their 
own lives and their roles within society.

One participant, sophomore Katherine Krieger said, “I expected a lot of 
hammering, sawing, sweating, etc. What I didn’t expect was the gratification I 
felt once we completed a whole sub-floor and staircase of what would soon 
be someone’s home.  Knowing that I have put physical effort into making 
someone’s life better is such a wonderful feeling. “  

As a direct result of this experience, senior Alex Eisen is pursuing a post-
graduate degree in public administration to work for an organization that deals 
with crisis management. He has also become active in local community service.

Hillel Hits the Road!
A November reunion brought together 
members of Wildcat JAG LA to recount their 
days when red and blue were their favorite 
colors and “Bear Down” was commonly 
heard.  

New for Alumni
• 	 Reconnect with 
	 Jewish Alumni. 
• 	 Stay informed 
	 about alumni 
	 events in your area. 
• 	 Network with fellow alumni.

Join JAG (Wildcat JAG on Facebook ) and 
start reconnecting today! 

WIN an 
Autographed Team 
2008/09 
UA Basketball 
Enter your name in 
a drawing to win a 
basketball signed by 
the members of the UA 2009 Sweet Sixteen 
basketball team.Drawing will be held June 15.  
Winner need not be present to win and will be 
notified by email. Log on to uahillel.org.


